
 

 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in the 
land of deep darkness on them light has shined” Is. 9:2 

 

Advent / Christmas 2020 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Advent 2020 is very quickly coming to an end! We are all waiting to hear some good 
news! We all want to be set free from Covid 19, free to gather together, to celebrate with 
joy and gratitude for the wonders God has done. These may be harder to see this year. 

As I begin writing you this letter I look out my office window and see the sky has a thick, 
grey cloud cover. I had hoped to see something spectacular in the sky tonight. I learned 
a couple of weeks ago that, come the winter solstice this year on December 21,  the 
alignment of the two largest planets, Jupiter and Saturn, would be so close that they 
would cause a special bright light to shine near the horizon just after sunset in the 
western sky (The Great Conjunction). I was looking forward to seeing that because of 
the Star of Bethlehem that led the magi to Jesus. I heard that this could have been what 
they saw at that time. I was so excited about it that I was telling everyone to make sure 
they look for it. But the weather forecast tells me that there won’t be a break in the 
clouds for another five days. 

Typical of the last ten months, there has been disappointment after disappointment 
since the dark cloud of the Covid 19 pandemic continues to hang over us. My 
meditation early this morning invited me to consider what annunciation I might be 
receiving, and am I ready to say “Yes!” to God. There are changes coming for St. 
Michael’s as we see our beloved Curate, Rev. Joel, move on to his first parish. Although 
we are sad to see him go, we are grateful that the Bishop, covering all costs, placed him 
with us as his teaching parish. We pray for Rev. Joel in this exciting time in his ministry 
that God will continue to equip him for the ministry he is being called to. 

At the beginning of Advent I announced my intention to retire at the end of this Liturgical 
year. I have been with you in various capacities for over ten years and I wanted to go 
through each season of the church year acknowledging that this one would be my last 
one with you as I cherish this time together. After the pandemic passes, St. Michael’s 
will be in a position to pause and reflect on who we are as a parish with the help of the 



work we have already done with Canon Neil Mancor and discern the way forward in a 
fresh new beginning. God is faithful and has called us into the light of his presence. 

This is Christmas! And as long as there are clouds all around, the light may not be 
apparent, but we know that God is still moving in and around us. We know that 
Christmas is the time when we really listen for the Angels who bring good news that a 
saviour is born in Bethlehem and all are invited to come and see.  

Let us not carry disappointment but look for what God is saying in this our time. Let us 
not grow weary of doing good. Let us give up the frustrations we feel and ask what we 
can do to bring light and good cheer to someone. Even when we sharply feel the pain of 
disappointment and loss, let us cherish what we have and be thankful. 

It won’t be like this forever. The Covid cloud will lift, and when it does let us be ready, 
having spent a little more time listening to the promises of God who loves us so much, 
becoming one with human nature, and having lifted us out of every darkness into his 
marvelous light.  

This old Christmas carol made me smile: 

C is for the Christ child, born on Christmas day                                                  
H for herald angels in the night,                                                                          
R is our Redeemer                                                                                              
I is Israel                                                                                                               
S is for the Star that shone so bright                                                                      
T is for Three wise men, they who travelled far,                                                  
M is for the Manger where he lay,                                                                         
A is All he stands for,                                                                                            
S means Shepherds came                                                                                 
And that’s why there’s a Christmas Day. 

The most recent provincial directives to help stop the spread of the Corona virus have 
not resulted in any changes to the way churches must function. Thankfully we can 
continue as we have been. Everyone who feels comfortable with these measures is 
welcome to attend Services. The only in-person Service for Christmas will be on 
Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm. It will be first come first served and it will be on Facebook 
LIVE. As we have not been getting 25 people attending our worship services in person, 
we didn’t feel registering in advance would be necessary. Please come along or join on 
our Facebook page.  On Christmas Day at 11:00 am there will be a Christmas Message 
on Facebook LIVE only. Please join me on Christmas morning to hear the Biblical 
account of the Christmas story and a brief reflection for the day.                                                  

Christmas blessings,                               

Michelle+ 


